
 

 

 Out of many, one 
 

 Our country was built on diversity. Our children 
deserve teachers from all walks of life. But outdated 

laws are keeping the best and the brightest 
Oregonians from giving back.  

My story 
February 5th, 2010 

 My name is Ajeet Singh and, on paper, I 

am just another ordinary American. I was born in 

a small town in California. I grew up playing on 

the school soccer team and participated in the 

spelling bee. Education is what enabled my Sikh 

parents to go from being born in tiny villages in 

India to immigrating and achieving the American 

Dream. I’ve worked hard and followed their ex-

ample. But there’s one problem: according to an 

out-of-date Oregon law, I’m different. 

 

 I am passionate about the debate in Oregon 

because I have a commitment to education. I re-

cently served as a high school history teacher with 

Teach For America in Brooklyn, New York, 

where I taught at the Brooklyn Academy for 

Science and Environment (2007-08) and the Ro-

nald Edmonds Learning Center (2006-07). I am 

currently pursuing my PhD in History at Colum-

bia University. When I first graduated college, I 

decided to give back to the country that has given 

so much to me by becoming a teacher. I chose to 

work in the toughest schools with the neediest 

students.  My students broke records on the annual 

New York State Regents examination. Young 

Oregonians have potential to contribute in this 

way.  Why are we keeping the best and the brigh-

test teachers out of the classroom on the basis of 

something so personal as their religion? 

 

 Citizens as well as lawmakers increasing-

ly agree that ORS 342.650—a 1920s era law 

passed under a wave of anti-Catholic hysteria—is 

outdated. By outlawing religious attire, this law 

not only discriminates against ordinary Ameri-

cans, but it also denies our children the benefits 

of diversity. If the goal of education is to enligh-

ten, then how can our children become able citi-

zens without an appreciation of diversity in its 

myriad forms—racial, cultural, and religious? 

It’s no wonder that the Oregon Department of 

Education opposes ORS 342.650. 

 As a New York City schoolteacher, I 

taught about the diversity of our world through 

the state’s World History curriculum.  Although I 

wear a turban in accordance with my religious 

beliefs, my Sikh identity did not offend my stu-

dents and did not prevent them from succeeding. 

I know from experience that there is a clear dis-

tinction between educating students and preach-

ing to them.   The view of New York policymak-

ers is that children who grow up in a diverse so-

ciety will become better citizens if they gain ex-

posure to people from different backgrounds. We 

know that only education can overcome ignor-

ance and promote a more tolerant society. In an 

increasingly globalized world, we cannot afford 

to remain blind to diversity.  It’s a fact of life. 

  In a country predicated on the motto, E 

Pluribus, Unum, we now can make it so. Some-

times outdated opinions are slow to change. In 

this case, we have an historic opportunity to right 

the wrongs of the past.  Please do your duty and 

repeal ORS 342.650. 

Ajeet Singh, New York, NY 

If the goal of education is to enlighten, 
then how can our children become 

able citizens without an understanding 
of diversity in its myriad forms? 

 


